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Ewelina P� ka
a 
Repainting the names 

 
 
I was born twenty seven years ago in Pozna�  – a city in Western Poland with over half a 
million inhabitants. I grew up in the „Osiedle Przyja� ni” (The Friendship Housing Estate). 
People often asked me if the full name was “Osiedle Przyja� ni polsko-radzieckiej”(The 
Polish-Soviet Friendship Housing Estate).  
The answer was – NO! – but the question was definitely justified. Let me explain you why. 
 
The Friendship Estate is a part of a administrative area called “Winogrady” (the name 
corresponds to the vineyards that were located there before). The idea to create a new 
residential area came into being in the sixties. The plan was to build there five estates. After 
the resolution of the Presidium of  the National Council of the City of Pozna�  from October 
27, 1967 the estates were named: 
 

1) Przyja� ni (The Friendship Estate), 
2) Zwyci� stwa (The Victory Estate), 
3) Wielkiego Pa� dziernika (The Great October Estate. The name corresponds to the 

October Revolution in Russia in 1917), 
4) Kosmonautów (The Cosmonauts Estate. The name corresponds to the achievements of 

the Russian cosmonauts. The estate’s inner streets were named after the cosmonauts 
names), 

5) Kraju Rad (“Kraj Rad” it is an idiom. It corresponds to the period of the October 
Revolution in Russia but it also indicates the Soviet Union). 

 
The great names to celebrate the greatest moments of the Soviet’s Union history: the October 
Revolution, the achievements of the Soviet Union’s cosmonauts, the Soviet Union itself. Next 
to “The Cosmonauts Estate” there is a sculpture of Yuri Gagarin – the first man in outer space 
and the first human to orbit the earth. Ever since I was born it has been my favorite sculpture 
– of a man who was up there, who saw the earth from above. And indeed he was a Soviet 
Union’s real hero. Happily sculpture escaped being destroyed like many other sculptures that 
were somehow linked with the enforced communism regime.    

 
The construction of the estates started in 1968 and was finished 
in 1984. My parents moved in to their brand new flat on the 
“Osiedle Przyja� ni” in 1978. The map below shows the 
locations of the particular estates. It was printed by “The 
Winogrady Housing Association” in 1979 as a guide for the 
inhabitants. Indicated on the map:  

·  in the red square- the block of flats where I grew up, 
·  in the blue square-my primary school, 
·  in the yellow square-my kindergarten, 
·  green point-location of the Yuri Gagarin’s sculpture. 

 
As a kid I did not clearly understood the meaning of the names 
of the surrounding estates. But I will always remember year 
1990 when those names started to be replaced by the new ones. 
The old ones were cleaned from the side elevations and the 
new ones were painted.  Picture 1  

Sculpture of Yuri Gagarin at 
“The Great October Estate” 

Source: private 
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Picture 2  
Map of the Winogrady area from 1979 

Source: private 
 
 

This big process of replacing the unwanted, strange and forced names of the streets, parks, 
squares, estates, buildings started right after the first parliamentary elections in Poland on 
June 4, 1989. It was not only the backdrop of the system transformation in Poland. For people 
who lived on these streets, walked in these parks it was the substantial change. Finally the 
names could celebrate the Polish great moments in history, the Polish achievements or Polish 
scientists, travelers, politicians.  
 
The names of the two estates in the Winogrady area: “Osiedle Wielkiego Pa� dzirnika” (The 
Great October Estate) and “Osiedle Kraju Rad” were changed after the resolution of the 
Municipal National Council in Pozna�  from April 27, 1990. The main reason of changing the 
names was stated in the justification of the resolution and it was that the names violate the 
sense of dignity and sovereignty of the inhabitants. The new names were chosen through the 
plebiscites organized by the Civic Committees of the estates. Inhabitants decided in the poll 
that the name  “Osiedle Wielkiego Pa� dziernika” would be replaced by “Osiedle Pod Lipami” 
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(The Under the Limes Estate because of the avenue of limes that cut through the estate). 52 % 
of the inhabitants were in favour of this name. Second estate – “Osiedle Kraju Rad” was 
replaced by the name “Wichrowe Wzgórze” (The Wuthering Hill). 60,5 % of the inhabitants 
were in favour of this name. Those polls were also some kind of a civic test. The next one 
after the June 4, 1989. People finally had a chance to take part in the decision-making but it 
was up to them if they would take part in the changes. Most of them did. At the end of the 
year 1990 old names were cleaned from the elevations and the new ones were painted. There 
were also changes in the ID cards of the inhabitants and in dozens of the administrative 
documentations.  
 

 
 

Picture 3  
Map of the Winogrady area nowadays 

Source: http://www.psmwinogrady.pl 
 

 
The next resolution of the Pozna�  City Council from December 18, 1990 approved change of 
much more names of the streets and estates in Pozna� . In the introduction to the resolution we 
read that “all proposals of the changes are connected with the current needs of the city and its 
urban development but also fulfills demands of the citizens of Pozna� . These needs were 
expressed in the letters to the City Council, in the media and were raised also by the 
citizens during the City Council open sessions”. The proposed names were inspired by the 
names of the former villages located in the particular area (those names were often mentioned 
in the  royal documents), by  the names of the legendary ancestors of the first kings of Poland, 
by the polish national symbols (like for example an eagle), by the names of the professors 
from the University of Pozna�  but also were inspired by the names of the exotic fruits. 
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The biggest change was that the decisions were not enforced. They were consulted with the 
society and were the answers to the society’s needs.  

              
Picture 4 and 5  

The same block of flats: on the left with the address „The Great October Estate” no. 5 (around year 1979) 
and on the right with the address „The Under the Limes Estate” no. 5 (now) 

Source: on the left – archives of the “Winogrady Housing Association”, on the right - private 
 
 
And now after 20 years of freedom is this process of clearing the urban space form the 
remaining of the communism period finished? Certainly not. 
 
On June 8, 2009 – 4 days after the 20th anniversary of the first parliamentary elections in 
Poland – the sculpture of Karol � wierczewski was destroyed in Pozna� . Karol � wierczewski 
was a general and a controversial communist. He is currently being investigated in the respect 
of the crimes against the Polish nation. His orders might have been a cause of death of Polish 
soldiers and officers. After researching the newspapers that reported on the act of destroying 
the sculpture I found out that there was a lot of emotions around this act. Some people were 
happy that the sculpture was finally destroyed and in their opinion it should have happened 
two decades before. But many people were really unhappy as to them it was the destruction of 
the part of our history. Some said that if this was the destruction of the last symbols of the 
communism, then we should as well destroy all the buildings surrounding the sculpture, as 
they were built in the fifties and sixties last century in a manner very characteristic for the 
blocks of flats built during the communist time in Poland: small rooms, kitchens without the 
windows, grey walls, awkward architecture.  
A few days before the destruction of the sculpture around 40 people was protesting against the 
destruction of the sculpture, mainly politicians from the left-wing. Even though they 
acknowledged that there were some controversial aspects of Karol � wierczewski biography, 
to them he was a Polish soldier fighting for our freedom. Some said that instead of destroying 
the sculpture, it could have been transported to a different place and maybe, one day, it could 
be exhibited as a “historical” sculpture.  
 
While right after the 1989 people were eager to remove all remaining of the enforced system 
and cut off this period, in 2009 people are much more keen to recognize it as a part of our 
history. Although they have bad as well as good memories from that time it was still their life. 
In my opinion people started to think about that period in, so to speak, museum way. It is for 
example quite popular to collect souvenirs form that period. However, 20 years is a short 
period of time. Memories are still vivid, emotions haven’t died out. I believe that there are 
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much more issues from that period to be cleared up, discussed and explained. They are still 
waiting for their moment of history.  

 

Picture 6  
June 12, 2009 Destruction of the Karol � wierczewski’s sculpture in Pozna�  

source: http://www.rmf.fm/fakty/?id=157000 
 
 
The legacy of changes 20 years after: remaining challenges 
 
When on June 4, 1989 Poland was the first country in Central and Eastern Europe to have 
staged elections that resulted in the formation of the first democratic government, on June 4, 
1989 in China, on the Tiananmen Square in Pekin, there was a big massacre of the students 
who were demanding political reforms. On June 5, 1989 Poles were protesting in front of the 
Chinese Embassy in Poland against the cruelty of the Chinese government. It was the act of 
solidarity of those who just took the first breath of freedom with those whose efforts to make 
a change were destroyed by the unwanted government. After decades of being intimidated 
and deprived of fundamental rights, Poles had a great experience in protesting. But in my 
opinion, this protest of the Polish students against the massacre of Chinese students just the 
day after the first day of freedom in Poland, was the significant moment of the creation of the 
new democratic country in Europe. Isn’t that the biggest advantage of freedom to have a right 
to stand up and protest if your rights or some other people rights are violated? In my opinion 
this is the biggest challenge of young Polish democracy: to be in constant sensibility to the 
people in need around the world. We shall continually support these countries that need our 
help in fighting the oppressing governments. 
 
As long as there are oppressed countries and oppressed people we still have work to do, our 
freedom is still in danger. And Poles have got so much experience to share with these people. 
Lech Wa
� sa in his speech to the US Congress on November 15, 1989 said: “Poland’s battle 
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for human rights, a battle without the use of force, Poland’s determination and steadfast 
attitude on the road to pluralism and democracy, demonstrate to many people today, and to 
many nations, too, how to avoid the worst danger. The road taken by Poland, leading to very 
fundamental yet peaceful, evolutionary reforms, negotiated with all sides – makes it possible 
to avoid the worst dangers and it can be an example to many other regions”.  
 
Still, we have to practice our skills to lead true political debate, to get advantage of the 
political pluralism. To be partners even if our views are different. But THIS is always a 
challenge. 
 

 
 

Picture 7 
June 5, 1989 Young Poles are protesting in front of the Chinese Embassy in Warsaw after the massacre on 

Tiananmen Square in Pekin. Written on the banner behind: “Solidarity of the Youth” 
Photo: Stanis
aw Ciok/Forum 
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