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In order to buy swices or goods, firsthe desireof having tltosegoods or the benefs of
certain servicg has to exist. Once this desire is shown clearly, one must e proper place
where these services goods arédbeingcommercializedIf onereally wants to benefit/have these
services/goodonemustpay the bill.

In this view, he Romanian Commurisegimemight be consideredsan ordinaryservice
The only problem is that in this mixture of desireger place to commercialize it and paylitis,
nothing went welfor the Romanian peopl@here was no desire for it, Romania as a country was
not the proper placg® commercialize jtand, the most important thing, the bill is still unpaid.

What happeswhen whais not oneds desire is accomplis
happensvhen the bill is imposed to youfnd, what areyou willing to pay for?These are some
guestions which were intensively discussed and analyzed up to this mantkthey dond t
represent the aim of my paper

But, whathas historyto pay after 20 yeard?s hi st or yé6s bil |l Ifrmver | oa
what happened with tke? If yes, what kind of memories? Learned or experiended$itive or
negative?Private orcollective? Impregnate with critical reflection or garnished with irreparable
nostalgia? In order to get some and¢IBBORY¥and o t he
Inameditme mor yés i nvod0@@Qe no. 89/ 1989

What have | done? | created a short questme with 8 questionsand three socie
demographic items. In order to obtain 89 questionnairésnade a survey among my friends and
friends of my friends and friends of friemdf my friends.| 6 ve got a rRemaaians f r o
regioné (Banat, Dobrogea, Moldova, Muntenia, Oltenia, Transylvania and Bucharest), from 29
administrative counties, and there were mentioned 43 places of é2®P6 of my respondents
were women and 37.1% men. | created tlage categories in accordance with the age thdyaha
the Revolution: T age groupi up to 22 yearqthis age group represents 16.8%%6the total
respondents the 2 age group from 23 to 29(55.06%of the total respondentshe 3¢ age group
T over30(28.09%of the total respondents

Which is the first thing coming into your
Communi st regi meo?

Within this questior intend to identify which ar¢he benchmarks when talking about the
Romanian Communist regin{@able no.1l)and also which are th@&ine words bestdescribingthe
Communistregime(Table no.2)

! Gender, agandplace of birth
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On a first look

Table 1. Which is the first thing coming into your mind when thinking at “the Romanian Communist at Table no.l we can
regime”?  easily observe that all

16.9% the labels mentioned
by the respondents

13.5% shortly describe the
@ elements of a

| 0.1% dictatorship the

leader (in this case
Nicolae Cea e s who |,
is still presentin the
collective imaginaryas
a result of his cult of
= personality intensivelly

6.7%
56% 65.6% 565'-
3.4%
I 2.3%
| #-"-  sustained until 1989)

yy’*&go“f 0*' ~§' qeép f@é’ 4‘? f andthe methods used

to sustain the

% total respondents

,e dictatorship:  terror,
e" (o & df censorship, state
490@ & security, prisos

international isolation,
lack of goods and
servicesqueues and atheism.
Most of these labels are used to define any totalitarian regime, any dictatorship. So, the
Table no.1 only confirms that the Romanian Commun@igime is considered a dictatorship. On a
closer look we can obsarvthe presence dfvo elementsboth of them strongly positivehe
Aper sonal (12%)aodi & shée (568} Ehé petsonal ynemories consist of many
references to respondentsé childhood: Amy c¢chil
chocol at e o, it he smell of o r/sshogteise 0a,t AQhhrei sstcrhaocs
on theoccasion ofl™ of May or23¢ of Augusfi (the celebratiomf the National Day). fie stability
is given bythe facility

Table 2. The nine words best describing the Romanian Communist regimt  of getting ajob and by
the  posibility  of
obtaining a housein

Communism.
LACK OF GOODS AND — 24.7%
SERVICES If we regroup
16.9% all the elements of the

NICOLAE CEAUSESCU

Table no.l1,in order to
discover which are the
words that best
describe the Romanian
Communist regime
(Table no.2) we can
observe that the
perspectivetoward the
Communistregme is a
very personal one, very
well exemplified by the

TERROR

MY CHILDHOOD

CENSORSHIP

STABILITY

SECURITATE

PRISON

DICTATORSHIP % total respondents



Aack of goods and serviceg®n the first position The leader is also important, but one of the
instrumentausedby theregimg i n t hi s case At hel aspedritensivdlly g o o d
endured by t he Ro maseensto bepnome pbseesive than théleadeB rinsdéf

Which is the first thing coming into your
Revolution from December 1989072
The dates presented on the Table no.3, corgig strange combination between positive

(Ali bertyo, Ahopeo, Acourageo etc.) and nega

Avi ol en cLke in a puzzle) each mention contributes to the image of the Romanian

revolution. Here is a mixtureof mentions describing the atmosphere from the Revolution days

( Al i bert Yy (5 , Tablgl3.dlheh&ﬂtefht$inécqming into your mind when thinking at “the Romanian Revolution

ﬁ T IK(DT]EI. r a (‘) ’ _— from December 1989”°?

ARomani an fl agoll etc.)

andcritical reflections

on what happened or

not happened at that

moment ( Ahandlg ng

and di verési o

b4 7%6.7%

Aworthless zdea B

The fiper s on 4|l a5%

memori eso consi A4kpEEa TR N

different images 2

strongly related with &

t he event : i

parents and  my & &{&“’1«?"}°‘§Q«?’°‘\«f gl

. . &7 O o O S

neighbors barricaded P K & ° gc_s" <~

in their a r &m &3""’ 3

ilate in tshe ev - &

waiting the father

who was working in an ar mamearound mact dt he, tiel le

Revolutiono etc.

Table 4. The nine words best describing the Romanian Revolution from December 1989 The nine words
best describing the
Romanian Revolution
from Decenber 1989 are

DEATHS O ¢ o> presented in the Table

no.4. On a closer look at

these nine words we can

see that are disposed in

pairs. The first word -

fideath - is the pair of

t he ni nhefdismwor d A
The second word -
Ahandling and di
- is the pair of the eigh

o n e ,hopedii. Nicdlae

Ce aukoe sicsl pair W
fifearo a n televisdul

HANDLING AND
DIVERSION

16.9%

NICOLAE CEAUSECU

TELEVISED REVOLUTION

LIBERTY

REVOLUTION

FEAR

HOPE

HEROISM

% total respondents
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revolutiono goesw i trévoluiiondo On t he top of t hlberteo, theaekpected i s t
result of the Revolutian

Please mentiorthree POSITIVEthings regarding the RomanianCommunist regime
The positive things have two different sources. On one side there are the personal memories
of the respondents; on the other side is the state of nostalgia that governs this grougndérgsp
The fact that todathe state i$10 longerinvolved in the distribution of jobs and houses to everyone
corroborated with the difficulty of getting these on your pwahabilitates the Communist regime
on this level. And the aspect
is visible in the per cents
oo obtained.
The personal
@ memoriesare abo meant to
rehabilitate the regimelhe
image reflected in these
mentions is built on the
strongly opposition now-
then, the later being
valorized as a reference to
former decadence fimy
childhoodo,
parent so,
activiti e go0b
more relaxe
stresso, At
peopbEOgeni a Aldihsecwshvwepedt,c oo ki es 0, Athe smel]l o]
isummer holidayso, N s Even mbre, ame iagpects that ard aodoustyr i e s
negatve are turned positive-or example, lte electric shutdownsvere consideredjood since
hel ped one person Ato sleep more and well 0.

Table 5. Please mention three POSITIVE things regarding the Romanian Communist regime

GETTING A JOB

PERSONAL MEMORIES

OBTAINING A HOUSE

INTEREST FOR
EDUCATION

INFRASTRUCTURE

PUBLIC ORDER

STABILITY

ORDER & DISCIPLINE

SOCIAL EQUITY

INDUSTRY'S
DEVELOPMENT

cumulated %

Please mentiorthree NEGATIVE things regarding the Romanian Communist regime

When looking at Table no.6 we can easily obe¢hat manynentionswere already made at
the previous questionfact which ismeant toconfirm thosestatementsOnly two aspects must be
discussed at thiS Table 6. Please mention three NEGATIVE things regarding the Romanian Communist regime
point. First, t is

interesting to

mention thaif at the CENSORSHIP i
previous question ummation oF consumPTION ' 0%

the personal SECURITATEA

memories were on
the second position v
(see Table no.5) TERROR
now thesearealmost T
irrelevant both as
value and position.
And d| Of these PERSONAL MEMORIES
because we tend tQmrarion oFHuman RiGHTS
memorize only the

CLOSED BORDERS

ATHEISM

INTELECTUALS® EXCLUSION

cumulated %



happy moments of our liveghe second aspect is related witte twords used to express the
negative thingsthat happened in Communisnihe respondents highlighted at least one of the

following words: il ac k 0, Al i mitationo, Adestructiono,
Adeprivationo, Adeni al o0, Areptesdiohopnd@pefnseort
Afdegradationo, Aclosingo and Ai mpossibilityo.

Who is the Romanian leader of the 20th century who has done the greatest well to the

country?

Table 7. Who is the Romanian leader of the 20t century who has donethe greatest well to the country? I—lke the neXtone
this was also an open
guestion. In the

King Caral 7% repondent so ans
King Ferdinand | L spontaneously appered
Queen Marie 2.2% Kinq Carol |3, Kinq
Bratianu family 6.7% Ferdinand | Queen Maig,
King Carol Il 2.2% Bratianu family King
lon Antonescu 3.4% Carol 1l, lon Antonescu
King Michael | 4.5% King Michael | Nicoale
Nicolae Ceausescu 6.7% CeaUK e Sa[]dlIDn IIIeSC':J
e— 4.5% Probably the first
o o thought when looking at
, the Table no.7 is that the
| don't know P 9.0% . .
__ _, Romanian leaders credited
No answer P = 6.7% . . .
% total respondents for their good intentions

are in facé foreigners.
Taking into account the peents obtained by the first two leadeyse might believe that this group
of respondentshas

. ; h
; [¢]
an ObSGSSIOn fOf the Table 8. The Romanian leader of the 20th century who has done the greatest well to the country

- age group distribution

Romanian kings
from the beglnnlng rscodpoccec CAROL | FERDINAND | s NONE
ool ] DON'T KNOW —»— NICOLAE CEAUSESCU e« |ON ILIESCU
of the 20 century. wrecte ]ON ANTONESCU ~ ewosbmece NO ANSWER
It is useful to

mention that the per
cents of those who
are undecided on
this topic (those
saying Anoneo,
donodét knowo *%”
answeringao)
represents a quarter
of the respondents.

The 13.30%
differences
registered between
the first two

Romanian leaders REE
1st age group

40.00%

22.40%

T @ 20.00%

3rd age group
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