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Memoryôs Invoice No.89 / 1989-2009 

 

 

 

 
In order to buy services or goods, first the desire of having those goods or the benefits of 

certain services has to exist. Once this desire is shown clearly, one must go in the proper place 

where these services or goods are being commercialized. If one really wants to benefit/have these 

services/goods, one must pay the bill. 

In this view, the Romanian Communist regime might be considered as an ordinary service. 

The only problem is that in this mixture of desire, proper place to commercialize it and paying bills, 

nothing went well for the Romanian people. There was no desire for it, Romania as a country was 

not the proper place to commercialize it, and, the most important thing, the bill is still unpaid.  

What happens when what is not oneôs desire is accomplished without oneôs willing? What 

happens when the bill is imposed to you? And, what are you willing to pay for? These are some 

questions which were intensively discussed and analyzed up to this moment and they donôt 

represent the aim of my paper.  

But, what has history to pay after 20 years? Is historyôs bill overload with memories? If no, 

what happened with these? If yes, what kind of memories? Learned or experienced? Positive or 

negative? Private or collective? Impregnate with critical reflection or garnished with irreparable 

nostalgia? In order to get some answers to these questions Iôve filled in an invoice to HISTORY and 

I named it: memoryôs invoice no.89/1989-2009.  

What have I done? I created a short questionnaire with 8 questions and three socio-

demographic items
1
. In order to obtain 89 questionnaires, I made a survey among my friends and 

friends of my friends and friends of friends of my friends. Iôve got answers from 7 Romanian 

regions
2
 (Banat, Dobrogea, Moldova, Muntenia, Oltenia, Transylvania and Bucharest), from 29 

administrative counties, and there were mentioned 43 places of birth. 62.9% of my respondents 

were women and 37.1% men. I created three age categories in accordance with the age they had at 

the Revolution: 1
st
 age group ï up to 22 years (this age group represents 16.85% of the total 

respondents); the 2
nd

 age group ï from 23 to 29 (55.06% of the total respondents); the 3
rd

 age group 

ï over 30 (28.09% of the total respondents).  

 

Which is the first thing coming into your mind when thinking at ñthe Romanian 

Communist regimeò? 

Within this question I intend to identify which are the bench-marks when talking about the 

Romanian Communist regime (Table no.1) and also which are the nine words best describing the 

Communist regime (Table no.2).   

                                                 
1
 Gender, age and place of birth. 

2
 CTRL+click to follow the link. 

http://www.aboutromania.com/maps102.html
http://www.aboutromania.com/maps102.html
http://www.aboutromania.com/maps102.html
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On a first look 

at Table no.1 we can 

easily observe that all 

the labels mentioned 

by the respondents 

shortly describe the 

elements of a 

dictatorship: the 

leader (in this case 

Nicolae Ceaĸescu, who 

is still present in the 

collective imaginary as 

a result of his cult of 

personality intensivelly 

sustained until 1989), 

and the methods used 

to sustain the 

dictatorship: terror, 

censorship, state 

security, prisons, 

international isolation, 

lack of goods and 

services, queues and atheism.  

Most of these labels are used to define any totalitarian regime, any dictatorship. So, the 

Table no.1 only confirms that the Romanian Communist regime is considered a dictatorship. On a 

closer look we can observe the presence of two elements, both of them strongly positive: the 

ñpersonal memoriesò(12.4%) and the ñstabilityò(5.6%). The personal memories consist of many 

references to respondentsô childhood: ñmy childhoodò, ñme as a young adultò, ñthe taste of ROM 

chocolateò, ñthe smell of oranges at Christmasò, ñmy kindergarten/school tieò, ñthe school parades 

on the occasion of 1
st
 of May or 23

rd
 of Augustñ (the celebration of the National Day). The stability 

is given by the facility 

of getting a job and by 

the possibility of 

obtaining a house in 

Communism.  

If we regroup 

all the elements of the 

Table no.1, in order to 

discover which are the 

words that best 

describe the Romanian 

Communist regime 

(Table no.2), we can 

observe that the 

perspective toward the 

Communist regime is a 

very personal one, very 

well exemplified by the 
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Ălack of goods and servicesò on the first position. The leader is also important, but one of the 

instruments used by the regime, in this case Ăthe lack of goods and servicesò ï aspect intensivelly 

endured by the Romanian people in the 80sô ï seems to be more obseesive than the leader himself.  

 

Which is the first thing coming into your mind when thinking at ñthe Romanian 

Revolution from December 1989ò? 

The dates presented on the Table no.3, consist of a strange combination between positive 

(ñlibertyò, ñhopeò, ñcourageò etc.) and negative elements (ñhandling and diversionò, ñfearò, 

ñviolenceò etc.). Like in a puzzle each mention contributes to the image of the Romanian 

revolution. Here is a mixture of mentions describing the atmosphere from the Revolution days 

(ñlibertyò, ñdeathsò, 

ñTimiĸoaraò, 

ñRomanian flagò etc.) 

and critical reflections 

on what happened or 

not happened at that 

moment (ñhandling 

and diversionò, 

ñworthless deathsò). 

The ñpersonal 

memoriesò consists of 

different images 

strongly related with 

the event: ñmy 

parents and my 

neighbors barricaded 

in their apartmentsò, 

ñlate in the evening 

waiting the father 

who was working in an armament factoryò, ñthe sound of bullets around meò, ñthe televised 

Revolutionò etc.  

The nine words 

best describing the 

Romanian Revolution 

from December 1989 are 

presented in the Table 

no.4. On a closer look at 

these nine words we can 

see that are disposed in 

pairs. The first word - 

ñdeathsò - is the pair of 

the ninth word ñheroismò. 

The second word - 

ñhandling and diversionò 

- is the pair of the eight 

one, ñhopeò. ñNicolae 

Ceauĸescuò is pair with 

ñfearò and ñtelevised 
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revolutionò goes with ñrevolutionò. On the top of these pairs is the world ñlibertyò, the expected 

result of the Revolution. 

 

Please mention three POSITIVE things regarding the Romanian Communist regime 

The positive things have two different sources. On one side there are the personal memories 

of the respondents; on the other side is the state of nostalgia that governs this group of respondents. 

The fact that today the state is no longer involved in the distribution of jobs and houses to everyone 

corroborated with the difficulty of getting these on your own, rehabilitates the Communist regime 

on this level. And the aspect 

is visible in the per cents 

obtained.  

The personal 

memories are also meant to 

rehabilitate the regime. The 

image reflected in these 

mentions is built on the 

strongly opposition now-

then, the later being 

valorized as a reference to 

former decadence: ñmy 

childhoodò, ñrelaxed 

parentsò, ñextracurricular 

activitiesò, ñwe used to be 

more relaxedò, ñthe lack of 

stressò, ñthe respect among 

peopleò, òEugenia biscuitsò, ñthe sweet-shop cookiesò, ñthe smell of oranges at Christmasò, 

ñsummer holidaysò, ñschool trips to factoriesò etc. Even more, some aspects that are obviously 

negative are turned positive. For example, the electric shutdowns were considered good since 

helped one person ñto sleep more and wellò. 
 

Please mention three NEGATIVE things regarding the Romanian Communist regime 

When looking at Table no.6 we can easily observe that many mentions were already made at 

the previous questions, fact which is meant to confirm those statements. Only two aspects must be 

discussed at this 

point. First, it is 

interesting to 

mention that if at the 

previous question 

the personal 

memories were on 

the second position 

(see Table no.5), 

now these are almost 

irrelevant both as 

value and position. 

And all of these 

because we tend to 

memorize only the 
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happy moments of our lives. The second aspect is related with the words used to express the 

negative things that happened in Communism. The respondents highlighted at least one of the 

following words: ñlackò, ñlimitationò, ñdestructionò, ñcarelessnessò, ñabsenceò, ñviolationò, 

ñdeprivationò, ñdenialò, ñrepressionò, ñpersecutionò, ñannihilationò, ñinterdictionò, ñconfiscationò, 

ñdegradationò, ñclosingò and ñimpossibilityò. 
 

Who is the Romanian leader of the 20th century who has done the greatest well to the 

country? 

Like the next one, 

this was also an open 

question. In the 

respondentsô answers 

spontaneously appeared 

King Carol I
3
, King 

Ferdinand I, Queen Marie, 

Bratianu family, King 

Carol II, Ion Antonescu, 

King Michael I, Nicoale 

Ceauĸescu and Ion Iliescu. 

Probably the first 

thought when looking at 

the Table no.7 is that the 

Romanian leaders credited 

for their good intentions 

are in facté foreigners. 

Taking into account the per cents obtained by the first two leaders, one might believe that this group 

of respondents has 

an obsession for the 

Romanian kings 

from the beginning 

of the 20
th
 century.  

It is useful to 

mention that the per 

cents of those who 

are undecided on 

this topic (those 

saying ñnoneò, ñI 

donôt knowò or ñnot 

answeringò) 

represents a quarter 

of the respondents. 

The 

differences 

registered between 

the first two 

Romanian leaders 

                                                 
3
 CTRL+click to follow the link. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_I_of_Romania

